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DSMZ Digital Bioresources (current status)
(Data-)Submissions

for new deposits

Updating names,
resolving issues on risk
group classification & 

legal issues.

Updating strain data

Continous processing
of new names and 

renaming

Annotating and 
standardizing data for
130 data fields from
species descriptions

Integrating data from
other culture collections

(private and public)
Standardized & systematically searchable
prokaryotic strain data on 82,892 strains (incl. 
14,208 type strains), 1.143 Mio data points

Up-to-date prokaryotic names
17,146 validated non-synonymous, 
626 Canditatus, 2,780 non-validated

Curation and release
of approx. 1000
strains per year

>> Research data free for academic use (CC BY NC) <<
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Considering key elements of the ICNP (2019)
General Consideration 4
Rules of nomenclature do not govern the delimitation of taxa nor determine their relations. The Rules are primarily 
for assessing the correctness of the names applied to defined taxa...

Principle 4
The primary purpose of giving a name to a taxon is to supply a means of referring to it rather than to indicate the 
characters or the history of the taxon.

Recommendation 12c
1. Choose a specific epithet that, in general, gives some indication of a property or of the source of the species.

Rule 15
A taxon consists of one or more elements. For each named taxon …, there shall be designated a nomenclatural type. 
…, referred to in this Code as “type”, is that element of the taxon with which the name is permanently associated,...

Rule 16
The type of a taxon must be designated by the author at the time the name of the taxon is published in the IJSEM

Rule 27
A name of a new taxon, …, is not validly published unless the following criteria are met….
The publication of the name in the IJSB/IJSEM is accompanied by a description of the taxon or by a reference to a 
previous effectively published description of the taxon. As of 1 January 2001 the following criteria also apply

…
c. The properties of the taxon being described … may include reference to tables or figures in the same 
publication, or ... All information contained in (c) should be accessible.


